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Introduction

Access to timely and relevant information is important to everyone, especially during
emergencies. Effective alerts and warnings are those that result in members of the public
taking recommended actions to protect themselves. To ensure that messages are effective
when delivered to the whole community, it is critical to include multiple languages and
formats. This information needs to be understood, consumable, and actionable by all
Californians, including the estimated 7 million for whom English is not their primary language.

To address this issue, the California Governor’s Office of Emergency Services (Cal OES) has
created this Language Style Guide to assist alerting authorities. The Guide is a key resource in
the issuance of multilingual emergency nofifications in a manner reflective of the key linguistic
features of the source emergency nofifications templates. This style guide is infended to be
used in conjunction with the Wireless Emergency Alert Library of tfranslated Emergency
Nofification Language Templates available on the CalAlert.org website.

Nothing in this guide is intended to conflict with, or supersede, any existing arrangement for
dissemination of public alerts and warnings by local, state, or federal agencies.
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Background

Emergency notifications must be accessible to, and understandable by, diverse populations
to effectively relay information regarding threats or hazards. Messaging should be clear,
consistent, and linguistically appropriate.

The state of California is comprised of many diverse communities, some of which include
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individuals with Limited English Proficiency. Identifying the most commonly used languages
and having a process in place to franslate warning messages, will ensure the greatest
number of individuals understand the warnings being sent. It is important, however, to not let
the inability to translate a message delay notification when time is of the essence and lives
are at risk.

California Code of Regulations §8594.16 specifies that emergency notifications issued to the
public shall be franslated into two of the most commonly spoken languages other than
English in any impacted county or counties.

Written correspondence is typically more formal than verbal communication. Therefore,
certain considerations are called for when communicating in languages other than English.
For example, when utilizing translation services, it is preferable to contract with local
translators. There are multiple world language interpreting and franslation service providers.

Jurisdictions should identify a world language service providers and establish contracts for
services prior to any disaster to ensure timely and effective communication during events.
Language service contfracts should be available 24/7 to bridge any communication gaps
quickly, efficiently, and in an attentive manner during steady state and in times of crisis.

Jurisdictions should be aware that written English and target languages present differently
due to certain basic concepts for writing. Examples include:

e Use of capital letters in headlines,

e Use of capital letters in general (languages have different grammar rules),

e Some punctuation marks that have different usages (colon, dash, etc.),

e References to seasonal conditions in the source (for example, "Last summer, the
agency..." considering “summer’ resonates to a different time of the year for certain
cultures.)

e Names of agencies, including acronyms, should remain untranslated and include a
description of the service provided, as needed.

e Insome cases, there is no equivalent term. In this case, provide the original name and
an appropriate equivalent in parenthesis.
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General Rules

Jurisdictions are encouraged to establish a message library with sample messages that have
been translated into the languages most commonly used in the communities that they serve.
Pre-planned messages can save time in a disaster and ensure accurate translations exist for

messages that are critical for the community.

For this determination of tfranslated emergency nofifications and prescript templates, the
following apply:

e Do not translate names of agencies, programs, or proper names

e Do not translate locations, streets, cities, counties, etc.

e Do not translate signage, or acronyms

e Do not franslate names of cooling/warming centers, evacuation shelters, distribution or
dispensary locations, or names

e Do not translate web addresses, email addresses, or hyperlinks

e Avoid slang, jargon, or metaphors

Applying concepts found in this Language Style Guidelines will help to enable all
Californians to have lifesaving information in a language or format that is accessible and
understandable to them.
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Glossary of Standards Emergency Notification Terms and
Abbreviations (English)
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Access and Functional Needs (AFN): As defined in Government Code section 8593.3,
access and functional needs refers to individuals who have developmental, intellectual, or
physical disabilities; chronic conditions or injuries; limited English proficiency or non-English
speaking; Or, individuals who are older adults, children, or pregnant; living in institutional
settings; low- income, homeless, and/or transportation disadvantaged; or from diverse
cultures.

Access and Functional Needs (AFN) (usisens Access and Functional Needs): sioSuwoSwisisx
™ Government Code section 8593.3 smyj access and functional needs anishiusuensamimnn
IERURNA UM QUMW SSE Qigaill ssssinmanHsumnsSHEs yoSIis:SunwmManHEIs 0 ym
USnjma muu gipoesigim: SnRiisinnan’s enscsinusiu Sy :aig)il SH/UsSMINcSSHMIS
21001 U SIYRusEianu Sy

Advisory: Highlights special conditions that are less serious than a warning, shelter in place,

or evacuation. They are for events that may cause significant inconvenience, and if caution

is not exercised, it could lead to situations that may threaten life and/or property.

Advisory (tmaﬁi_’umw) SUUIMSANSMNO 1N i’wmésmmemm’nﬁmzmms mjm#ﬁtsﬁﬁﬁﬁmuﬂﬁ Ui
DY UG MY USH{UMN ﬁmLmuLmﬁmjmtt%Jmn Bumoubmiisisail mmpmsmaspupwmg P AbE  Dur
UAMUE NS SAINNIEIED mmmmﬁnammwwmmmmﬁ Sw/gtsmjmah]ﬁﬂ

Agency Representative: A person assigned by a primary, assisting, or cooperating federal,
state, territorial, fribal, or local government agency or private entity that has been
delegated authority to make decisions affecting that agencies or organization’s
participation in incident management activities following appropriate consultation with the
leadership of that agency.

Agency Represeniaﬁve (s—:ﬁﬁnmaﬁmﬁms) USIU IRUSSS MW EmsAmugaonas 18 =
MUNYS YIS twmﬁngmﬁWIGq]h =Sw gwmmj gﬁmmmhﬁm’s twmggmmsmgﬁmﬂmmmmﬁmuﬁm
TRULTs mmimﬁwmmmzumgmﬁw: gfmusmsw ﬁmmmﬁﬁmLﬁuLﬁmmﬁm:m USWIATSAMM: inuUting
max&gﬁnammﬁﬁﬁswmmgmﬁmts’w g

Agency: A division of government with a specific function offering a particular kind of
assistance. In the Incident Command System (ICS), agencies are defined either as
jurisdictional (having statutory responsibility for incident management) or as assisting or
cooperating (providing resources or other assistance).

Agency (S§anfini): HEMNINSTIU IRUESHSHINMAMADW IRURUSHUIRSESWMmAMADWY 1SIHH
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Incident Command System (ICS) ({ufigsuinmupsuEminsmin) SensmisicnsSSunsmnUsusSuus
A% (IRUEISMIS FUSNEIR ISNUITAMIEUERINSMIA) ythanUusSSgw gauunsi (SUgUginsms ysgw
INjH1S] )4

Alert: A communication intfended to attract attention and warn of a danger orthreat.

Alert (anisnaiid)R): MW SHH SR 1I8GIASIAMIWASE AN SHNENSHMENHA yrisinuesings

Alerting Authority: Public officials that are granted the authority to alert the public of
emergency situations through Federal, State, and local laws. These are designated in a
local Federal Communication Commission (FCC) Emergency Alert System (EAS) plan, and
within a signed Federal Emergency Management Agency (FEMA) Memorandum of
Understanding (MOU).

Alerting Authority (nmtiznasid)s): oiSnminn:iRusSgUTNSHEHAMSGEN NS SR SHT NSO
HINS MUGNIUIEINNS 18 SHYUESY siHis:Eicnsawmnssninssi Federal Communication
Commission (FCC) Emergency Alert System (EAS) (urigsnmid)spmmugiusmnAagmisinfssris

IFNNS) SHSRHSn:gnmMmMiunswsiun Federal Emergency Management Agency (FEMA)
(EESNIPUERIFENSNIUIZINAS) IBUth ST iasifiu

Alerting Originator: Alerting Originators are designated individuals who have been
designated the authority and have the training to draft and distribute the alert and
warning message through the approved notification systems.

Alerting Originator (#miGaniznaiis) ) Alerting Originators SsUsBUmISMBIRUCISS§USHIMNG SX
AMIUANUAMU 1IEEMEA SHISAGIUAIENNNIE)S SHUINES M unsyssninizuchsasmn

Alert Origination Tool: Alert origination tools are software products used by emergency
managers, public safety officials, and other alerting authorities to create and send
critical lifesaving messages to the public or fo other emergency management officials
for collaboration.

Alert Origination Tool (QUﬁ:nﬁUtﬁﬁm:mﬁtﬁJS) guMIMNUIESIENS]S Sthuin IRuOcn
INWHAHRURHNSMNNS USUSU2mmiun: SRS iG] Sijjis)s mqumr—w SwiSaniiEn:
STeSuas iIsimSmInss yiIsiMSySPURRSMNMusSIgns | mSg_guunusuS I

AMBER Alert: The AMBER Alert Program is a voluntary partnership between law-
enforcement agencies, broadcasters, transportation agencies, and the wireless industry,
to activate an urgent bulletin in the most serious child-abduction cases. AMBER alerts are
one of the three categories of Wireless Emergency Alerts (WEA).

AMBER Alert (=&75 AMBER Alerty: ~uis AMBER Alert ﬁﬁnmmmtwﬁmLﬁGﬁmmSmﬁmn—isﬁﬁqpu He
g hles] Qmﬁmiwﬁm’ms ShimmpmSHﬁIBJ iEgmUISeIlFIPSGERSEISUSIS SRmIMicUNRes

SIS SEIUNS ﬁmmmiﬁjsmﬁtém AMBER &mnjuissguwis Wireless Emergency Alerts (WEA) (anisnes
IB)SENMUSMUUASSSTE)) siROUISS

American Red Cross: The American Red Cross, a humanitarian organization led
by volunteers and guided by its Congressional Charter and the Fundamental
Principles of the International Red Cross Movement, will provide relief to victims of
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disaster and help people prevent, prepare for, and respond to emergencies.

American Red Cross (mrchsirsunumigi®): American Red Cross Ammgrmissagss IRuEss)
nwgRgEcs SiguHsigusgmnEsungsnus Congressional Charter (sgsmessn) Swisnusnind

B:is International Red Cross Movement (SusimmacnSisnugHSIINS) SHRUSSWiEn:SUNSIy
FISIFENSNI SHSWUNMNUIEURN [H)u8S SHISWaUSHSMNHUS

Authority: The power or right to give orders and/or to make decisions. Authority may be
delegated from one entity to another.

Authority (88same): Homs YaSismunn SH/YISsS gt 8 §HIMGHGIRINHEMNYWISTHEMN
s s

Civil Danger Warning (CDW): A warning of an event that presents a danger to a significant
civilian population. The CDW, which usually warns of a specific hazard and gives specific
protective action, has a higher priority than the Local Area Emergency (LAE) (e.g.
contaminated water supply, terrorist attack). Public protective actions could include
evacuation, shelter in place, or other actions (such as boiling contaminated water or
seeking medical freatment).

Civil Danger Warning (CDW) (G S SHO{E RS U{UMNNIE): UGS [NESHANamMIMNTEuUR
iFnARuUmnuIgySssSit CDW iSumsygmnensHORSIF DA ANAYW SE3UthitsSMMImimI
S esISmMmngms Local Area Emergency (LAE) (rupsnmugisigums) (8. MINSRRSHHEA
HIANWUUNISIAY)Y I SAIFMIMITNANSNINN: MSISUMU MIisid)aicsm minnmsigREnes yusgsmnn
IRENS)S (Fom MISmAmRmAen: yrmilgiisminponuigania)d

Civil Emergency Message (CEM): An emergency message regarding an in-progress or
imminent significant threat(s) to public safety and/or property. The CEM is a higher priority
message than the Local Area Emergency (LAE), but the hazard is less specific than the
Civil Danger Warning (CDW).

Civil Emergency Message (CEM) (aniffnins SSin{Umnnmsig): anirninuSHEmMISnuATnReH
IBUSmSsIgR gsnHiSmgH stmiugSsmminn: SK/ysnuyst CEM StouesmSmngaishss Local
Area Emergency (LAE) vigBsyimsmagmipnissamsmnsma Civil Danger Warning (CDW) i

Common Terminology: Normally used words and phrases—avoiding the use of different
words/phrases for same concepts—to ensure consistency and to allow diverse incident
management and support organizations to work together across a wide variety of incident
management functions and hazard scenarios.

Common Terminology (ORain gisl): me SHUNIRUOM YN —I] N A0 MA/UNIRE U Iman
BUWw1SgmSIZIFMNUENHSE SHEHEMNBUEHINSMIA SHEEMNS[UINHD IGMMIUEN SHAIUIINM
HEMUgHIUUmMIBUERINSMIAN SHIINM IS

Communications/Dispatch Center: Agency orinteragency dispatch centers, 911 call centers,
emergency control or command dispatch centers, or any naming convention given to the
facility and staff that handles emergency calls from the public and communication with
emergency management/response personnel.
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Communications/Dispatch Center (sgjuanmuichjpiwsisst/umsSianaigniusS): Sensitn yogigann
HSISEAMINETUUMNSUUNUIENUSIS Ujuunugiaon 911 s uuMSIunSURHE ySUaNSansSMn
Mg yanUsiun:amygw SHRUSHS IBUsSgumnungiinSRiEmmMmuStanmuiinns SHISICNISwSIASH
NBWUSUREURRN/AS WS USHNSMANE IS

Complex Fire: Two or more individual incidents located in the same general area which are
assigned to a single incident commander or unified command.

Complex Fire (pHdSswagsmanm): wns~uand guSsinwigsien dmsisusgisiisgw iRuosusm
mudcisigugnAuiEEs ySummsnipuig

Cooling Center(s): Facilities that are made available by public, private, and volunteer
organizations as a heat relief station. There is no agreement that these facilities will be
exempt from power outages.

Cooling Center(s) (ugjuanmu{Etn/): SHISH IRUgUgSSIENwHEMIE DARS SRRSHMAISRSWMIEN:
ArnmMumassTY OESMIMBIET) R §AISHSISSHEITSUTISTURAMIMSGISHE S

Disaster: The occurrence or imminent threat of widespread or severe damage, injury, or loss
of life or property, or significant adverse impact on the environment, resulting from any
natural or technological hazards, or a terrorist act, including but not limited to fire, flood,
earthquake, wind, storm, hazardous substance incident, water contamination requiring
emergency action to avert danger or damage, epidemic, air contamination, blight,
drought, infestation, explosion, civil disturbance, or hostile military or paramilitary action.

Disasier (Fungnw): O EStabily gﬁw%nuf—ﬁ’mm i’umﬁﬁﬁﬁtﬁm iguugMISGeEs U gﬁwmz—ﬁu:ﬁmm
NEfa) g@mmq&*%m smmsm yuEsus mmmﬁmmsmnmuams twmmﬁmmmtﬁw T:S’E:i‘i:’nﬁ SiatmlaBaly
ISUIG?‘—??QLD gmmﬁﬁﬁ*a INEUI‘E:ILTL'HEU HG 1Fn: HEAW SANSS MW ejn: mﬁmmmsmzmmtm NS =
ummgmwmﬁpi%msm'ﬁaﬁmm@ usws TN'HE‘]UIm:LfUILFﬂ NS gsmai:em Tﬁhﬂﬁﬁmﬂﬁ AIUNUEN
SEIETNS PR S 0aSS ‘r’ﬂjiﬁ NG gﬁmmmmm’mmm YusnuUHnicsd

Emergency: A suddenly occurring and often unforeseen situation which is determined by
the Governor to require state response or mitigation actions to immediately supplement
local government in protecting lives and property, to provide for public health and safety,
or to avert or lessen the threat of a disaster. Local government's adaptation of this definition
connotes an event that threatens or actually does inflict damage to people or property,
exceeds the daily routine type of response, and still can be dealt with using local internal
and mutual aid resources.

Emergency (amsmnmnaig): i SAMMIZUISHIFRUWINSG SHiskintsohsianss IBusichsSAuns ity
Governor (HSthuig) o FiEsSMISWwaU YimsSMIUSIUSWIuNE 1I89juinmuisumuaulumgmniun
IFoAUYUENS gRmimrninw e Shgruys @gguiunmgugemn Skugnsmnminn: yigdjis]uns
gﬁﬁﬁusmm:ﬁnaﬁtmmtstLﬁw BUISNWA mjmuﬂmsmasmis tmm:wmmamms ugnmenssInn 8
SNUSING gmﬁmummjamawﬁwmasmg ngmeq]ﬁ mmmsmpﬁtmmmmﬁmmﬁupmm Suiguisiis
MGIENOWoTS imthULf:nmpﬁmmsmsmmmtmimimaﬁ Smiﬁﬁmsﬁmﬁ‘ammsa

Emergency Assistance: Assistance which may be made available under an emergency
declaration. In general, Federal support to State and local efforts to save lives, protect
property and public health and safety, and lessen or avert the threat of a catastrophe.
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Emergency Assistance (ﬁswaﬁ[n .,US’IS) SSw mmz—n@msmatmmﬁpmm—nmsa gis! Sswiung
wmmswpummeﬁapmpmumw Sbﬂzwmmamms S NS IS T mzmz@mm&gm Smmamm
SRS SEMSUSW gum@]mmmnammmsmm SEIIShIity

Emergency Operations Center (EOC): The physical location at which the coordination of
information and resources to support incident management (on-scene operations) activities
normally takes place. An EOC may be a temporary facility or may be located in a more
central or permanently established facility, perhaps at a higher level of organization within a
jurisdiction. EOCs may be organized by major functional disciplines (e.g., fire, law
enforcement, medical services), by jurisdiction (e.g., Federal, State, regional, fribal, city,
county), or some combination thereof.

Emergency Operations Center (EOC) (sgjsanajuRuimisibmmag): SmSsnmsiun Rusgsn
BISMINBUNPUSIISES SHESmSINNY 1 8gSwEUusgmnEuEminsmMia (USusmMinsiShmign
wdmns)1 EOC momEsnuinmimus ymnsamsinRSmundsiisu ymamomu ignuuinuessMniuuc
iIsSHugsaeasasiarnUusesuusssgd EOC moijusigiisnwanUGsuinmusimniiensg (2, igmngs
HEAW IZMHSIHGNU thmgig ) inwanUSeISudgasaG (2. 180008 15 RAeUS Ruugs SN
12NS5) YL

Exercise: An exercise is an instrument to train for, assess, practice, and improve
performance in prevention, protection, mitigation, response, and recovery capabilities in a
risk-free environment. Exercises can be used for testing and validating policies, plans ,
procedures, fraining, equipment, and interagency agreements; clarifying and fraining
personnel in roles and responsibilities; improving interagency coordination and
communications; improving individual performance; identifying gaps in resources; and
identifying opportunities for improvement.

Exercise (Fmtrn#iwt:i) AUUNSUY A Eummﬁamm@tjt_jnﬂ UM WSy HSIS SHUTARYNESMNUEN
I USIUSWw i§wsu SHanigiain gruimssnsunSswt mimsuumswaesig iw‘[:l]mﬁfg]msmmmj
Urmmmtmmmmmm insrn SATS 1 ‘Fﬂﬁ_mﬂ I_‘]'L'me ARUTE SamMminuin)REgISen s IBgjuspnwus
stﬁucm FUAMUURILS musss stﬂﬁwg@memtﬁﬁ twqtmﬁﬁamﬁmmpumgam smmszmemﬁgmmﬂ _
gmﬁ*}mi mam]imﬁﬁgmmgﬁmmmqﬁm iggjAnsagimna:oiguisasms SHEgSusagiBMuEUMmnTS
muasa

Evacuation — The action of evacuating a person or a place.

Evacuation (mitid)asitsm)- comgmneig) e Sng) Uismasige

Freeze: A freeze is when the surface air temperature is expected to be 32°F or below over a
widespread area for a climatologically significant period of time.

Freeze: (dsanmnmim)s dsianmnss SishinuasnnmniggjuEicnsSifiko msasanmmn 32°F yijrny
iIsaligSS gy USTHIN S SYWEHSWH MU S

First Responders: Refers to individuals who in the early stages of an incident are responsible
for the protection and preservation of life, property, evidence, and the environment,

including emergency response providers as defined in Section 2 of the Homeland Security
Act of 2002 (6 U.S.C. 101). It includes emergency management, public health, clinical care,
public works, and other skilled support personnel (e.g., equipment operators) who provide
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immediate support services during prevention, response, and recovery operations.

First Responders (Hﬁmtﬁﬁﬁﬁ‘tﬁ:ﬁ) m*thmUﬁmiwmg'3mBmLﬁa’ﬁmwmnﬁmmwummmjmzmz stﬁ%ﬁnmﬁp
MWSETS [SMuY)S Sk SRUTYS ISUISUMUHAEONSWSUSRFNHUS IRUSHNaSwusSwESR

Section 2 isgpu Homeland Security Act of 2002 (6 U.S.C. 101 )+ snrpissisupuusbnisignmums
NSNS 1iﬁf”ﬂ‘hj8ﬁ‘lﬁhﬂmmﬂ Iiﬁﬁiﬁgﬁﬁiﬁhﬂmj Iiﬁ‘ﬁ“hﬂmiﬂﬂ = S-};‘]Uﬁﬂjﬁiﬁgtﬁiﬁ@mlﬁgﬁl‘éﬂﬁ (8.49H8
wIﬂﬂIFﬂIILﬁ]hUIFﬂ) Iwmiﬁmlﬁjﬁiﬁgmﬁ‘liﬂﬂ ﬁﬁj—i‘ﬁjﬁlmmpﬁu%ﬁﬁiuwﬁ IS‘SLUFTU Sﬁmn?ﬂﬁimﬂ

Flood: An overflowing of a large amount of water beyond its normal confines, especially over
what is normally dry land.

o

Flood (§mdis): msunuliS§suss unusisygsniuaigs§s st @:gmi@%fﬁmm@mmsmmmggﬁ%

Hazard: Something that is potentially dangerous or harmful, often the root cause of an
unwanted outcome.

Hazard (ssnijmions): SonSowisumSuipng ™ yiun iISumilwg Shyusvisussuizussoio s

Hazard Probability: The estimated likelihood that a hazard will occur in a particular area.

Hazard Probability (juchifdiissmnipnisms): wsAmncisanm isusmiFyAasSmSmigimsinnsusms
IS [aEN

Hazard Risk: A quantitative product of the probability of a hazard occurring and the
projected consequence of the impact.

Hazard Risk (imS&wissmippniosd): susanuToanisuonUlisssnipngs iRusmisin Sasufohsis
SuUmui=EuchSnnsIna

Hurricane: A storm with a violent wind; a wind of force 12 on the Beaufort scale (equal to
or exceeding 64 knots or 74 miles per hour)

Hurricane (gjisuss i) n:8juusgin gienssauin 12 o sens Beaufort (18 yiBasding])s 64
knots 4y 74 miles prguiey)

Imminent Threat Alert: “Imminent Threat” is one of the three categories of Wireless
Emergency Alerts. Imminent Threat alerts must meet specific criteria for urgency, severity
and certainty.

Imminent Threat Alert (amisnaiis)stmisinufinsizulsidsigiil): oumais)|sa misneSinkizuss

‘i,ﬁﬁl':j.jq‘:ﬂ" ﬁt’npxﬁgamts Wireless Emergency Alerts mmupmgﬂ ﬁmmmtﬁ’]smmmnammmwmﬁmﬁﬁ
1§jR EftsunmSiusan: ISSwmAmsismnuSs MINESS SEMNCNARUN

Incident Command System (ICS): A standardized on-scene emergency management
construct specifically designed to provide for the adoption of an integrated
organizational structure that reflects the complexity and demands of single or multiple
incidents, without being hindered by jurisdictional boundaries. ICS is the combination of
facilities, equipment, personnel, procedures, and communications operating within a
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common organizational structure, designed to aid in the management of resources during
incidents. It is used for all kinds of emergencies and is applicable to small as well as large
and complex incidents. ICS is used by various jurisdictions and functional agencies, both
public and private, to organize field-level incident management operations.

Incident Command System (ICS) ((URASUMMIBLEINEMIAT): StThuAaSUREIFEURREMUSISISH
SISHISHINS IBUCSUIESIFRUBPIUHSESWASIC UG SNUSIEUW IRUSUMNBAAMA IS aNMm SHsHI
M SRINSMINGW YISS IS sSEitSHidaitnunissuueaAgisiwt |CS Smuogisnink§eng
ERUTEI usils SATS Semichwsifsk RuSUSOgminmcsSiugspusaunuw iBuchsuids
IS8 1IEERNWEUEHSSmMS SRHgHEINUISHINSMIMNY [UASIS B SWAREMO U uS[HUUISS
SHHGHSIHMSGIM:STIHNSMINNSSS o SHysme |CS HionsyGinwnusuesuusnsg SHSmstmn
UiNMusSmIiNgg siHig SHARARS uEuijusususmiEUsminsmmInmsIiSnos

Integrated Public Alert and Warning System (IPAWS): In the event of a national emergency,
the President will be able to use IPAWS to send a message to the American people quickly
and simultaneously through multiple communications pathways. IPAWS is available to
United States Federal, State, local, territorial and tribal government officials as a way to alert
the public via the Emergency Alert System, Wireless Emergency Alerts (WEA), NOAA
Weather Radio and other National Weather Service dissemination channels, the internet,
existing unique warning systems, and emerging distribution technologies.

Integrated Public Alert and Warning System (IPAWS) (jurigsaiid]s SHnenSmantaian:ig): 5ix
ISANFUSHATS UmSHhisusSmoiOna [PAWS i@giSannsimsnuigrmigimegonsivin SKEH
INUTRYW MugigpowsSIRssSHMmiSSY [PAWS SupugSigoniis 1g uums ivst sanuudsisi
NUIgFIYTRIOE MBS oIwEw 188 a0t Snminnxs sagits: Emergency Alert System, Wireless
Emergency Alerts (WEA), NOAA Weather Radio Srugmmynspunsis)siun National Weather
Service urisfAsSins UfisgsSnfidfiuiRuEsS U SEUIGATSINDSpWUSI

Jurisdiction: A range or sphere of authority. Public agencies have jurisdiction at an

incident related to their legal responsibilities and authority for incident mitigation.
Jurisdictional authority at an incident can be political or geographical (e.g., city, county,
state or federal boundary lines) or functional (e.g., police department, health

department).

Jurisdiction ((nUsmsausifg): IESuusSgY SMAMIZESTESESAGUTIINSMIAN MANSSHAMISSU
2HRIRIGNU SRUSHINMGUSIUSWINHMIMNIUNZSY Mtiesisuunaguiinsminimstanussiun
i yasan(y (8. §iMH 1I81SK IgjUSISNIESIZ Yigonfs) yandsmugsing (8. SIwssnsyilng
IEISth=taimith Y

Jurisdictional Agency: The agency having jurisdiction and responsibility for a specific
geographical area, or a mandated function.

Jurisdictional Agency (SAAMITNSAERAG): SHSI IBUESTESEaAE SHAMISSUSEIITSUSSS
NEIINAINFA JUINMYSMIimunansg

Law Enforcement Warning (LEW): A warning of a bomb explosion, riot, or other criminal
event (e.g. ajailbreak). An authorized law enforcement agency may blockade roads,
waterways, or facilities, evacuate or deny access to affected areas, and arrest violators
Or SUSPICIOUS persons.
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Law Enforcement Warning (LEW) (iaGSenSiuaigmassigny): tusSnusSHasIgmuius sujsy
YUSUUNUSINIHEIS]S (2. MIANSSM)T SMSIHSIBoNUIRUESSHING MoUSR iGN § i§A ySen
DY)t JUNBUNSESESUIISIERSUSIHRUUIMU SHUSSNSUT UNSnukju

Local Area Emergency (LAE): An emergency message that defines an event that, by itself,
does not pose a significant threat to public safety and/or property. However, the event
could escalate, contribute to other more serious events, or disrupt critical public safety
services. Instructions, other than public protective actions, may be provided by authorized
officials. Examples include a disruption in water, electric or natural gas service, or a
potential terrorist threat where the public is asked to remain alert.

Local Area Emergency (LAE) (m:mewstmammS)  BIFNENAIS i’wmﬁ*ﬂﬂﬁﬁﬁ?ﬁmmﬁam iBueSssSnyg
STNHSINENUSySanmaian: sm/ngmeq]mqjmﬂ uis Lmﬁmmms mmmsmn@dm jamnnﬁummpr—w
mmnmsmmsmntﬂmgjﬁ guammmﬁmsmammmn mawsgﬂ a@mmmgmmmmt’mmmmmg o fTnssI
SNINIANTNIAN:Y 201AN JIBUMU MIUEAINRSRHEs HfusS yaasagms grmisinesIinmiunisnsg
RIS SEITN S BN SAIUR[UHS

Local Government: Public entities responsible for the security and welfare of a designated
area as established by law. A county, municipality, city, fown, township, local public
authority, special district, infrastate district, council of governments (regardless of whether
the council of governments is incorporated as a nonprofit corporation under State law),
regional or interstate government entity, or agency or instrumentality of a local government;
an Indian tribe or authorized tribal entity, or in Alaska a Native village or Alaska Regional
Native Corporation; a rural community, unincorporated town or village, or other public
entity.

Local Government @gohngusms)s SchHaEmMmrigsguguaiilinsSns SHUSEIUMN SRSUSISINS
IRUUIEMSRIEWENUT IEISE IS §iMR SUSSS MSiRISigums sunitun SUUESRIE [ME0RD
AT (BST{PBUMIFNACUCISGHUfIMUSESIMCIAGIINMMUGNIUE YunHAmigji) HEmn
INSTHUMASUS gHsSng ySasim igthigugans suug SsSm&MSumigi™s ynEmnsuugsSizums
Hsmns 4y Native village y Alaska Regional Native Corporation 5iwig Alaska unsusSxsus (M
USBiguSsSmsSs Ul yHEMMN NI INR1s) s

Major Disaster: As defined under the Robert T. Stafford Disaster Relief and Emergency
Assistance Act (42 U.S.C. 5122), a major disaster is any natural catastrophe (including any
hurricane, tornado, storm, high water, wind-driven water, tidal wave, tsunami, earthquake,
volcanic eruption, landslide, mudslide, snowstorm, or drought), or, regardless of cause, any
fire, flood, or explosion, in any part of the United States, which in the determination of the
President causes damage of sufficient severity and magnitude to warrant major disaster
assistance under this Act to supplement the efforts and available resources of States, tribes,
local governments, and disaster relief organizations in alleviating the damage, loss, hardship,
or suffering caused thereby.

Maijor Disaster (iiFssingausts): suSwuSwHansSaRanU Robert T, Stafford Disaster Relief and

Emergency Assistance Act (42 U.S.C. 5122) ipni:sniSntust Smirnisig s (BUNIL SRUsEyHE g
BJLUF%G SJRJL"]J Fﬁi:]’m@ﬁ‘%ﬁj Qf”ﬁ?ﬁT:TBJEU s ses Im%mﬁ&ﬁjmﬂ&i Imfjjw Uss ﬁiﬁﬁ MICNAS MICNSAS B Lﬁﬂj |}
‘i,L‘Fﬂ ﬁq‘:ﬂﬁjﬁ) gtmmas&‘ﬁmamtmﬁutﬂ H‘ﬁﬁtﬁ Smlss g‘r’ﬂjiﬁ tsﬁ@mtmmamﬁtﬁgﬁwmmjw:—mam
1:[11]_9&781%@%?03]}5@5’{1 ‘ﬁ:fﬂmjutﬂﬁ;ﬁ@ﬁaﬁﬁgsgi St;'gmf':s Iwmtm‘:ﬁ:ﬁiﬁﬂji:’nﬁgmq_ﬁ‘l t:‘i;msnmmmaqpijts:
ISHUINMNUISHINAGESSMSURIUH SHESHMISEISINUIUNIE MUNYS IEThULUENS SHEEMINWIENSH
FIENSNIW SRMIUSIUSWHAISSENS MISSH muichs grminbchuiguchsuligixEd
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Major Disaster Declaration (Federal): A declaration by the President of the United States
based upon criteria and authority described in the Robert T. Stafford Disaster Relief and
Emergency Assistance Act, as amended. The Presidential declaration of a major disaster is
warranted when a hazard impact “causes damage of sufficient severity and magnitude to
warrant Federal disaster assistance to supplement the efforts and available resources of
States, local governments, and the disaster relief organizations in alleviating the damage,

loss, hardship, or suffering.” Funding comes from the President's Disaster Relief Fund, which is
managed by FEMA, and the disaster aid programs of other participating Federal
departments and agencies. A Presidential major disaster declaration triggers long-term
Federal recovery programs, some of which are matched by State programs, and designed
to help disaster victims, businesses, and public entities.

Maijor Disaster Declaration (Federal) (as&jumaiuaiiganisanipnigingnad): usSumy Rug
iIgHUmsISuaIETA igmubusumn:ISSw SadsShams ionusHapu Robert T. Stafford Disaster Relief

and Emergency Assistance Act SefinnmsAgoNUIS: 1SS UM IUNUSRSISUS GO 1S
BUNSNWEERTMS 1ISTINURUUmM "URNMISECEIRESH SHSUS IZUEIBR UM SSWIENignsSNws 184
UnMuUisuEilisgemgURiul SHESMSIBUESNUIUNIE MUNYS ISTIUYUENS SHHEMINWNENSN
IFBENSNIW SHAMIUSIUSWMISTGENS MISSUR sMiIichs yrminbocus gusSsohsuysn President's
Disaster Relief Fund issussisnts FEMA étﬂﬁﬁg?ﬁiﬁ§m1‘[ﬁuzam§nmmﬁj‘[ﬁq‘m SHEMPBMIZNNNAS
IRUGUIEINHIS] S IS S UMuIUUmmSISUS IO mongnws ciui§usnfimigingiSanngRim
IWHNUIRIUNIEINCS SRS AYTNgwSgsRisSHAgTRiug Wwuidmgin 1S gwssSHiE:is
IFENSNIW HMNIFY SHHEMMNaNIAN:

Memorandum of Understanding (MOU): An agreement document between two or more
parties outlined in a formal document. It is not legally binding but signals the willingness of
the parties to move forward with a contract laying out the guidelines under which each
party will operate.

Memorandum of Understanding (MOU) (#Sajpian:aiimatenswaisn): Qs ouSgnuir ] insc iss
MA IRUSUIMASHAR IR IMI1 HSUPIMNIS:IBSGHMSDATR IGNUIS|IW UTSSHUUENMAS SHUMATH
igishisAgus IRuicHAEmumIMinN SN IRuMSSYWISHISUSUS Y

Mitigation: The capabilities necessary to reduce loss of life and property by lessening the
impact of disasters.

Mitigation (muussusw): wuamn IBuoSISGMAUSWAMITHAURMWS TS SHISMUYS I NwmMBuUSWw
SIRUUSMUISIFEENS N

Mutual-Aid Agreement: Written agreement between agencies and/or jurisdictions that
they will assist one another upon request, by furnishing personnel, equipment, and/or
expertise in a specified manner.

Mutual-Aid Agreement (SguipiHgaidSawen): SENUIERHMMWUSMHASIINRSE AT SH/UnUs
Suunsg iIBunmasSagweisiimisios igamumingia) isnwgushus s 1[B)RuTe Si/ysshm isisng
nyjuthAanNSYws

National Warning System (NAWAS): A communication system of the federal government
which provides warning to the population of an attack or other national emergency.
Receptionis at local and state warning points.
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National Warning System (NAWAS) (UASHOSHAS) (UNSC s SsHiuIgnSchuunaisi=En
RZUANIOESIFIMSUNMNUIE HAMINWUUTI Y SMANFUSHAMSINIHIS]SY Sonssgu Sosisisuns
MESIUANE SHIETNULUENS

National Weather Services (NWS): Federal government agencies charged with weather
related reporting and projections.

National Weather Services (NWS) (iunmgimmastasions): ScnSmsmugandisizus guugsnwminn
SHONAIMAFEMMM IS

NOAA Weather Radio: "The voice of the National Weather Service" - NOAA Weather Radio
broadcasts National Weather Service warnings, watches, forecasts and other hazard
information 24 hours a day. It is provided as a public service by NOAA. The NOAA Weather
Radio network has more than 480 stations in the 50 states and near adjacent coastal
waters, Puerto Rico, the U.S. Virgin Islands and U.S. Pacific Territories.

NOAA Weather Radio (fgjqameutnss NOAA): "Tgjriigimiunmgrmmuumasmh®” - NOAA Weather Radio
RO RPUANNESIUIUNSYIMUmS TS mMIghen MInpAIn SEOASEISHOSENIFNAIRNIS])S 24
TENHARY WG ?,SJIS:Lh‘:iCﬂS NOAA sisnisunsgancninn: U%‘mg,n?ﬁ]s—nmmmﬁ NOAA esansSuwohi 480
Mgk aRigsin 50 Swimpig§amuigiugls Puerto Rico, the U.S. Virgin Islands €& U.S. Pacific
Territories

NOAA Radio’s Specific Area Message Encoding (SAME): provides in a digital format specific,
timely information on the nature and location of a threat to the safety of those most
immediately at risk from severe weather or other hazards. Its greatest value is to significantly
improve the automatic selection and distribution of messages about events that threaten
people and/or property.

NOAA Radio’s Specific Area Message Encoding (SAME): SigifisienSmAmns SHNSINUH 55

spRESsu HAuawN: SEEMRISMIANIEAINESIMINISMNIUNHRSIHSNIW IRUGSHRINSHWUSISUNS
152 mmn—ymm@&;g%@ gﬁaﬁjitﬁ‘l%g‘hﬁﬁi}tﬁgﬂ]ﬁﬂ ﬁjnnﬁ‘iﬁggtji:.jﬁmﬁjﬁ ftmﬁﬁgﬁjmnﬁmﬁm SHMITGATIW
N WUIS OO mMMIMNTRUSIESINEGIMIESN] SH/Y[SNjugS

Non-Weather Emergency Message (NWEM): NWEM refers to emergency messages for the
public about hazardous events that are originated by government organizations other
than the National Weather Service, but still utilize NWS alert dissemination services.

Non-Weather Emergency Message (NWEM) (ansmsnsssSsiassmmeastasi): NWEM sisdiGanipsn
HUSUEUMNIMNNSHANSFIMUEIFE S IRUISEIsmaUsSignscu SSiusSiunsgmmuumnsits
UisisiisOaiunsgyiospuwanisnas)sions NWS ik

Operational Area: the county and its sub-divisions with responsibility to manage and/or
coordinate information, resources, and priorities among local governments and serve as
the link between the local government level and the regional level.

Operational Area (FUS{URURMI): 12185 SHHPEMNIUNSISE IRUESSJUSNEIFURE SH/UBU

UEUASES ISmMS SHMEMNINHT SRGIIMUIETULSUENS SHISMSMNINUINEIETIUMNAYUENS SHS
SUS

13| Pag



Planned Event: A scheduled nonemergency activity (e.g., sporting event, concert, parade,
etc.).

Planned Event (jfigmiafijmiss): wmgmnesigsarrmmusiguosipanss (8. (aminsSsn
NUSHS fssinau)

Point of Dispensing (POD): A designated area to distribute medications and vaccinations
and provide risk communication and public information during a public health emergency.
A Point of Dispensing may be a “closed” POD operated by a hospital to distribute
medications to their patients and staff or an “open” POD used to distribute medications to
the general public. A Point of Distribution may also be a centralized location where the
public obtains life-sustaining commodities following a disaster, including shelf stable food
and water.

Point of Dispensing (POD) (rigtiidmgi): migamsans wpnundsmg Sngitmuin Sacnpusssaid
UNSAW SHEUFIFS:ISthanmian: gtﬂj—’a‘gjm‘[fm—nmgis?e{jmﬁqemmmmmn:ﬂ Point of Dispensing st
POD "Ss” ignuginfiimnisnugSining) 1§§]iﬁﬁgﬁﬁjsjﬁﬁ§ SHustrmunes y POD "suir igusicnsis 184)
imghisigonmunnsgisiv Point of Distribution s Ssnmssumugw IRUamin&SsgucnsSsSm
[S1s88Ts usUuMiFniENSNIW IBUIBUMU MUNITRPSHACISW SHSMY

Point of Distribution (POD): A designated area to distribute medications and vaccinations
and provide risk communication and public information during a public health emergency.
A Point of Distribution may also be a centralized location where the public obtains life-
sustaining commodities following a disaster, including shelf stable food and water.

Point of Distribution (POD): sigmmnsnns wpsnUnGmyl SHyINSH SRONUSIASRAAUNSSw SHEM
st smanmian: sRHgREAusisTwgaemnanoaians Point of Distribution Armomh§simthasamo
U IRUMIANNSSSUCNSSSMSISHNTH USIUMFIBnNSNW IRUISUMU FUNIRPSHTISWI SHEMY

Presidential Alert: A Presidential Alert is one of the three categories of Wireless Emergency
Alert (WEA) messages that is reserved for use of the President of the United States in the
event of a national emergency.

Presidential Alert (s SiUa{UMNGUR): IS SIUASUMMSISUS SUISASIYW SHRGIMMB I
Wireless Emergency Alert (WEA) sinduiss o SUBERSSuEUUmSISUS g TR aiERSind
St tTS

Public Information: Processes, procedures, and systems for communicating timely, accurate,
accessible information on the incident's cause, size, and current situation; resources
committed; and other matters of general interest to the public, responders, and additional
stakeholders (both directly affected and indirectly affected).

Public Information (fidesanminn:); Sinfiimn SSTS SHUASUENURNUASESIRUSUET 1SN S
HIGSZUMS 1S1E[MNmIMNNS HAISWSU SEMAMANSUISE (BiksuUismuithny SHisnwutinm) S
guinNg sUl SsmsMnusysisinsmMin osmsiguchsus) SHUMINENS)SIRUMUILNNS 1S

Public Safety Power Shutoff (PSPS): A preventative measure of last resort if an electric utility
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reasonably believes that there is an imminent and significant risk that strong winds may
topple power lines or cause major vegetation-related issues leading to increased risk of fire.

Public Safety Power Shutoff (PSPS) (mushsjusisiSmiSgjaidmnantaian:): fonsscMiugn IBumuiponw
GHUMW [UESSIOMINHHS USEISINSRNUIS]AS SUNSAW IRUSSISISIH SHeuBimsiumn S8
UMSIRMGYGIgIGISHAUS JURUIMISUIUenSg IS EUNS/WIFHES WIS S1S]H

Situational Awareness: Is the ability to identify, process, and comprehend the essential
information about an incident to inform the decision making process in a continuous and
timely cycle and includes the ability to interpret and act upon this information.

Situational Awareness (MiSHfiansmini): Schuosmnsans ASHISU SRwNERGASLISIeISIHA
WA ISP URNSISIISHUIEGUSUSIU SESISINUHL B UUSTHUERMNUMan SH
ISuRYMN IRAIGISTISIS

Shelter in place: Take immediate shelter where you are—at home, work, school, or
wherever you can take protective cover. It may also mean "seal the room"; in other
words, take steps to prevent outside air from coming in.

Shelter in place (anfAisinnSoigs): CuRAmMBNSINIBHIUNLES 1SR SigHSHI annni)s ysigeam
IBUHARMCGWANAMIMITNSY iSmousSwo "OsusugRs sHIRl yighHis)s Sosimssuisie eyl
SUERUSUY

Severe Weather Potential Statement: This statement is designed to alert the public and
state/local agencies to the potential for severe weather up to 24 hours in advance. It is
issued by the local National Weather Service office. This could be used to make citizens
aware of non-weather situation.

Severe Weather Potential Statement (inaSiumasdsimmatansSaEisumoiSisigih): oS uUmuss
[BichsuEsIgR 188 SmInNs SREMAMNIZ/OUNSHAMMUmMSESITRUMSISSISHE 55
IMEINUIYERD 24 1IEHNy S isaUumMisiEichsicmisnws undw National Weather Service
gumst woHumuisioiGiggumnuigSRannsmMiniisussmarsSRImmMumn sy

Severe Weather Statement: A National Weather Service product which provides follow up
information on severe conditions which have occurred or are currently occurring. Could use
a Statement for evacuation or shelter-in-place updates.

Severe Weather Statement gusiiumaimmamsssca): wosumuiuas National Weather
Service BURUSIHISISUISY HAMMUMAESS IBUCSIAMSH UsnmsmgiRsSwusyst Mmoo

IS UMUTENUMINIY) (1S g mSiaR S xgs
[} U _~ = 3]

Threat: Natural or manmade occurrence, individual, entity, or action that has or indicates
the potential to harm life, information, operations, the environment, and/or property.

Threat (Midnufiitng): (OSMINSUMS JURHIENWYES ] USIU HEMN Jusgmn ISUens yuinmaumsnu
USFARunwSis ASes [uSudsmi uTns Si/y|snjugsa

Warming Centers: - a short-term emergency shelter that operates when temperatures or a
combination of precipitation, wind chill, wind and temperature become dangerously

15| Pag



inclement.

Warming Centers (sgjsanniizd)s - SxpsEnmusiuninug iIRusinfimn isiinuasanmn ymnissjsn
NEABEESMAS)HE SIUEMA SHASWMAN WM U SURIFSY

Warning: Communication intended to persuade members of the public to take one or
more protective actions in order to reduce losses or harm.

Warning (mifiens): Mo s e I8gjumumuanmINNE SIS uRgMNmMIMmIB yiss 18y]
MBUSWHAUSSEUR It/

Wildfire: A large, destructive fire that spreads quickly over woodland or brush.

Wildfire 8xis:ipn): naSwmhisnushuunmild)sansusimind yiniches

Wireless Emergency Alert (WEA): Wireless Emergency Alerts (WEA) were established
pursuant to the Warning, Alert and Response Network (WARN) Act under Federal
Communication Commission (FCC) rules. Alerting authorities can broadcast WEAs to
cellular carrier customers with compatible mobile devices located in the geographic
vicinity of cellular towers serving an affected area.

Wireless Emergency Alert (WEA) (amipmsnsssmuunigssigg)s Wireless Emergency Alerts (WEA) &
uidsigismugpuy Warning, Alert and Response Network (WARN) Act ysuimasiuas Federal

Communication Commission (FCC)4 mghmisninis)Snogionpu WEA isimSHSSesyOiungieds
GUS IRUESgUMINGISEIESISMIHRIESUAS SITNGIs IRuUNBINAYISIERSUSIHKIENS

Volcano: A mountain or hill having a crater or vent through which lava, rocks fragments,
hot vapor, and gas are being or have been erupted from the earth’s crust.

Fify: Susnar yisgn iRusig Ulnnsg Sunwisl SHeals AnENsm yosgiomipusivinssS
= [2%] = [ a} = H ~b [ al ~b 1 =1 d =1 _~
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