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Sample Alert and

Warning Messages
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Below are sample messages alerting agencies can use as a guide to draft a specific message
relevant to a local emergency. These samples are not exhaustive. Final messages should always be
tailored to the specific needs of the unique event precipitating their need.
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Evacuation Sample Messages
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Long Messages (Mass No’nflco’non Alerts)
Il (IR SEMTHUSHSIS))

1. Thisis [Agency] with a mandatory evacuation order for [Location]. Take the following prot
ective actions and leave immediately: 1. Gather all family members. 2. Gather all pefs.
3. Gather only essential items (e.g., food, water, medication) 4. Turn off all appliances
and lights in your home. 5. Secure all doors and windows. The evacuation route is:
[Evacuation Route]. An Evacuation Center is open at [Name and Location of
Evacuation Center]. For more information, please tune into local radio and television
stations, visit [url] or call [###-###-##H##].

1. 18:8m [Agency] e1SUSUMMBIY)anSMmoIchtSuEny [Location] Lﬁiﬁsiﬁ?msmjmsmjgm
=18 SHAIGIAY: |, [USUERSAER0ISTHHEY 2, [UZSUSSIIgSiHHNY 3, [UDUiua



CITnGIEUINM: (Soth gumuni §/ giing)e 4. Osif)RuTmyas s SSHsinHuaRgauUn
gme 5, UssnuugosinHugonsSse gimg)ansms&:[Evacuation Route]t sanusiiglaugs
wmZfimnnsi [Name and Location of Evacuation Center] 4 ipnUsisensuigy ggany
anSwig) SHgISySISITUIS st [url] USidonst [#4##-###-#H#H##]4

[Agency] is issuing a mandatory evacuation order for [Location]. The National Weather
Service has issued a flood warning for [Location]. All residents in the impacted area should
evacuate immediately. An Evacuation Center/Shelter is open at [Location]. For more
information, go to [Insert Resource]. Please listen to [Radio Station] for updated details.
[Agency] snmismusumsiduismoicnsinu[Location]d National  Weather  Service
SIsmiusHNesHMESaSsSSuEU[Location]d nuigsimHmSiGRSUSIEaS
G UiGmaYY sutig)ugs/Sxgs idssinfiimns [Location]t aiEnusiseisuigy
Gist [Insert Resource] # sysanys [Radio Station] enUsisesugsSoy

Short Messages (Mass Nofification Alerts)
NS (IR SEUHUSHSIS))

1. Wildfire threat-Evacuation Order for [location]-Leave Now-Details on [Agency] website.
1. mssnvumSHis:in-usumMsig)ismnaeu [location]-Eiicmegiis:-Asmsugsul

Wumnw [Agency]

Shelter-In-Place Sample Messages
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Long Messages (Mass Notificafion Alerts)
aNIi (N SEMiRySgs))

2. This is [Agency] reporting mandatory shelter in-place for residents in [location] due to a

2.

hazardous materials release. 2. Bring pets indoors if you can do so quickly. Close all windows
and doors. 4. Turn off all air conditioners and heating systems blowers. 5. Close fireplace
dampers. 6. Gather radio, flashlight, food, water, and medicines. 7. Call 911 only if you have a
true emergency. You will be advised when the dangerous conditions have passed, and it is
safe to go outside and resume normal activities. For more information, please tune into local
radio and television stations, visit [url], or call [###-# # #-####].
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The [Agency] requests everyone within a 2 mile radius of [location] to get inside and remain
indoors. Bring your pets indoors. More information to follow. [url]

2. [Agency] iEmuigRUIuSRIBHRSTW % mie A [location] GunRSNus SHansAnRENEsY

WHRISSIHEEURRENESY SEIRUNSASEISUISEY [Url]



Short Messages (Mass Notification Alerts)
NS (MINSEIIHUSIST)

2. Hazardous Release. All within 2 mi of [location]. Get Inside. Stay Inside. Stay Tuned.

2. AU S URIFY TN Lﬁumﬁmtﬂm@mm Vo mi &1 [location] Grisipy USISIER
MU SNSISY

Weather Awareness Sample Messages
B ANIHO M U SH AT 5

Long Messages (Mass Nofification Alerts)
aNIi (N SEMiRySgs))

3. [Agency] is reporting mandatory evacuation order for [Location] due to potential flooding. Take
the following protective actions and leave immediately: 1. Gather all family members or
individuals. 2. Gather all pets 3. Gather only essential items. 4. Be sure to bring essential
medications with you. 5. Turn off all appliances and lights in your home. 6. Lock your home. The
evacuation route is: [Evacuation Route] An Evacuation Center is open at [Name and Location
of Evacuation Center]. For more information, please tune into local radio and television stations,
visit [url], or call [###-###-###4#].

3. [Agency]SnNHEESSMMMAUSUIMNIY)aSmoIchSuEy [Location] isnwanimswEsSiFn:Ss
NSSY Lﬁis—zs‘iﬁ?msmjmzmjgmﬁim SHOMSMAYEY |, [USUENS/AE N JUSUSIHHATY
2. WsGHiusinHgY 3, [UEUIUSICNGISUIMN:Y 4, SISSwsAgingSicnoisitgwmgsy
5. s )nuTmeasus SHISHSTHHUSHEIUNESY 4, IRINIUESY Ziig)aisms:
[Evacuation Route]t sinumig)ugs iGmsinfimnist [Name and Location of Evacuation
Center]t uEUfisssuisy yunuansSwig] SHgiIsySisioums cuist [url] ygidoist
[HHAH-HHH-HH#HH#]

3. The National Weather Service is predicting flooding in [Location] within the next 24 hours.
[Agency] are advising residents who live in this area to be prepared for potential evacuation at
any time. Information on how to prepare to evacuate is [url]. Updates to follow.

3. National Weather Service npminnth Snensymn:§msisSisi [Location] 5N 24 iEnnis]s
[Agency] SnEgsEiidnuigisigRsusis:eue|susnn: Mo Eisigoiom ishnu
UMY ASSHANU)UIS]SUSM:SIG]icn =nsSiST [url]d SE3UNSSITSe SS9

Short Messages (Mass Notification Alerts)
NS (IR SEITHUSHSIS))

3. [Weather Hazard] for [Location] Avoid area. Turn Around-Don't Drown. Stay tuned for updates,
[url].

3. [Weather Hazard] sy [Location] i]aunHsiusisss usimnw -AE[uRssY Mmumnsriswmss
99 [url]4



Active Shooter Sample Message
RffoIHNHE™RTM{UUNg

Long Messages (Mass Nofification Alerts)
aNIi (N SEMiRuSIgs))

4. [Agency] reporting an active shooter near [location]. Avoid the area. If you are near [Location],
getinside, stay inside, and take the following protective measures: 1. Go inside immediately and
stay inside your residence. 2. Bring pets indoors only if you can do so quickly. 3. Close and lock
all windows and doors. 4. Call 911 immediately if you have a true emergency or hear or see any
suspicious activity in or near your location. You will be advised when your safety is no longer at
risk. For more information, please tune to local radio and television stations, visit [url], or call [###-
HHH-##H#4].

4. [Agency]SnEgsSsaido exsgrRomuuniisg [§enm)t ijuhnsusis: uasiGgmisiieg
[Location] [BGuEnHg: @#ﬁtsﬁgjtﬂg: émﬁgiﬁ?msmjmjmj %Gﬁlgﬂ% 1. SUsHEg:mmY @h@#i
SHRIUIHAY 2, pammﬁﬁrﬁammﬁh&m pﬁszﬁ:—mmmtﬁmsmﬁnﬁmﬂ 3. s SHcasdiieni

mmmmmw—mﬂ 4. QIMNIS"] 911 pMSIUH‘HﬁULﬁWJ—ﬂﬁJSNﬁLﬁﬂ‘HN gﬁm_n,:] gtamtmmmr—wa
mmmh&mtsﬁ gtﬁ]mﬁwmum—mﬂ IﬁSﬁﬁSwﬂﬂﬁHﬁ mmmiﬁﬁ‘mmm—mtmtﬂ&nsmsrﬁmtgjﬁ

RE[SRR] mu:numﬁ&ﬂsuma mamumsmigJ SmSJQﬁJJSLsiamms Gtsi [url] g@jmmsﬁ

[H##-H 4 HHHH#]

4. [Agency]isreporting mandatory evacuation order for [Location] due to an active shooter.
Take the following protective actions and leave immediately: 1. Gather all family members
or individuals. 2. Gather all pets 3. Gather only essential items. 4. Be sure to bring essential
medications with you. 5. Turn off all appliances and lights in your home. 6. Secure all doors
and windows. The evacuation route is: [Evacuation Route] An Evacuation Center is open
at [Name and Location of Evacuation Center]. For more information, please tune into
local radio and television stations, visit [url], or call [###-###-####].

4. [Agency]SnNEgSSiiNAUSUMNIY)iGmoIcht U [Location] 1Enwanisn SEs T mUUNI
Lﬁinsjﬁ?msmjmﬁngmmm SHOEMISHMEY |, UPUUESAET qUSUSIHHUY 2,
WousSHiusinHY 3, (UBMIUNTICNGIEUIMN:Y 4, ASSWATINgoIchsisitngwesY 5,
U1 )RuTmeaaus SHISRSIHHUSRRIUILESY 4, OSNURSSIHHUGISESY Ritig]u
wmA:  [Evacuation Route]d sanusidlugs iwmaswfimns! [Name and Location of
Evacuation Center] 4 siusisensuigy @H@Ur}\ném?ﬁ sSugisySiISigugns gunist
[url] USiedons [HH##-HHE#-HHEHH#]

4. As of [time], [Agency] advise public to avoid area of [Insert Location]. Officers are responding
to an active shooter. Those located in the area should seek shelter and mute phones. If engaged
with the shooter, RUN (ESCAPE), HIDE, FIGHT. Please go to [url] for additional information and
standby for further instruction.

4. ‘c‘—?ﬁLﬁH [Tlme] [Agency] LmummzmmS@Jm]mﬁmﬁus [Inser’r LOCOTIOH] 9 ummr—mm&ns
pﬁﬁaﬁushﬁﬁmmpmﬂ LﬁU%ﬁﬁt&ﬁUStS ﬁnmmﬁgiﬁpﬁ Shugmmﬂtﬂgjmmﬁ mu_mija
sm—mmmujmj Lﬁimﬁ:;m (IFTIITEM) rmr—was smujmm wuGuIst [url] mu:numm:nsuzsa
Smt&mtmmﬁtnﬂ@tﬁsaisﬂﬁﬂ



Short Messages (Mass Notification Alerts)
NS (MINSEIMIHYSSIST)

4. Active shooter near [Location]. Avoid Area or Escape, Fight. Stay tuned in for updates.
4. gRomUuINnsiieg [Location] 1 1jnHSUSIS: UISSISH [UWSY MumnsSAsesS

IPAWS Messaging
U S IPAWS

While it is impossible to have pre-scripted message templates for every possible hazard,
those responsible for alerts and warnings should prepare templates ahead of time.
Messages should give clear direction on protective actions to be taken by the pubilic.

SANIRUIAESHGHUSSAMYSSISBHMNINEUNUSENFRNASTIRHU GRsiRgnw

iBusgusHimin)s ' Surms AnjuSsSbHmIEIcISEST usiTsTanSIGN S
T sMIMAIMI RIS SETHSISY

Short messages (90 characters) work best if the content is presented in the following
order:

aniE (90 characters) SIUNSMNUNS 1I0ESMMEICISUN MBS IEnUNiEn SGes
Nigal=H

[Source], [protective action], [hazard], [location], [duration/expiration time].

[[URN], [fesmimitd], [REiffisnd], [SH], [[uinn/inusgkEns]

Long messages (360 characters) work best if the content is presented in the following

order:
ilil (360 characters) ENSUNSAMNURS 10 SMMEICSURN MBS UEnUNiEn
et =AP NS E

[Source], [hazard], [protective action], [location], [duration/expiration time].
[[URN], [REnifmend], [fTmsmimitnid], [S&iH], [fuinn/inusgkEns]



Example IPAWS Messages
2NNIANTSANI{UNS IPAWS

Long Messages (360 Characters)
anItis (360 SHMN)

1. [Agency]. FAST-SPREADING FIRE in [Insert Location]. IMMEDIATE DANGER. EVACUATE
NOW. FAILURE TO EVACUATE could result in INJURY or DEATH. Tune in to [Location]
for updates. For more info, visit [url].

1. [Agency]t HESwsUSnRUG]S1s1 [Insert Location]d iFnesnAUSISY Rig]autsmeig)i
1S4 OStiYuiGmIMsURIUN gﬁ,js@Jqptjmﬁut'ﬂﬁ?ﬁﬂ MUns  [Location] wuEnu
ASESEgY uEURSEIsSUISY Gtsi [url]d

Short Messages (90 Characters)
nIg (90 TIHMY)

1. [Agency] Evacuate Now fast-moving fire [Location]. For more information visit [url],
or call [###-#H#H#-#H#H#H#].

1. [Agency] sig]anosmsgis: HeaswsUs:inmilG]s [Location] 4 auEURiSesuigy
Gtsl [ur], USiedoist [##4-###-#H4##]

Flood:
SRESS|:

Long Messages (360 Character)
aitix (360 SIHM)

2. [Agency]. SEVERE FLOODING in [Location]. IMMEDIATE EVACUATION required!
EVACUATION ZONE. EVACUATE NOW via designated routes: [Evacuation Route].
Stay updated through [url]. EXPIRATION: Unfil further notice. FOLLOW OFFICIAL
INSTRUCTIONS and prioritize safety. Shelters information available at [url].

2. [Agency]t §msssSogsSonsi [Location]d FEithig)anicmans! SUSSIY|ugSST Ni1Y)aiism
ﬁgjns;ﬁ‘uaﬁm’n%qnf% %Evocuoﬁon Route] ﬁﬁtiansgﬁ’ﬁmsﬁgﬁwalm: Jurl] qg%nﬂﬁj
EEUESAINSSNINGY [SiHSIBMEIGSIINSITNE im1 sSnsunsmEmnus
wiSMNY ASesHASNEREsIST [url]d



Short Messages (90 Character)
nIg (90 TIHY)

2. [Agency] FLOODING in [Location]. EVACUATE now! Info: [url].
2. [Agency] §muss1si [Location] sigjanismsgiiis:) asesisis [url]

Debris Flow:
HUNIRIEGRE:

Long Messages (360 Character)
anitixg (360 SIHM)

3. EMERGENCY ALERT: [Agency]. Debris Flow in [Location]. PREPARE to evacuate
potential area. Prepare essential items, secure property, and be ready to leave if
instructed. EXPIRATION: Unftil further nofice, prioritize safety, follow official
instructions and emergency information [url]

3. mzmmzﬁjsmtﬁwmms [Agency]ﬂ mmjr—namr—waisﬁ [LOCOTlon]ﬂ g t:ﬁma]ﬁmjmm
ﬁUSJ—ﬂGUtﬁLﬁw N tﬂumﬁummmm r:ﬂswmjﬁmm ‘QF’UNEE}_]FT Shiﬁiﬂ%gmﬁ‘lﬁm
ius:gmi:nsmzmnsw mﬁﬁnnz‘—w Jmﬁummsmmswnﬂm ﬁnnﬁs—nfsmmmma’ﬁmm HSin

matmmmnn@t’m:a fIFﬂI 1mmmﬁmSHmLmj—nmSISﬁ [Url]°1

Short Messages (90 Character)
fnig (90 FIHMY)
3. [Agency] FLOOD ALERT: Prepare to evacuate [Location]. Until further notice.

3. [Agency] NS SASANSS: 1F]uNg)ansma [Location] 4 SHIUTSEISMINS
SonxsSy

Hazardous Materials Release:
FIULEN MRt SR UL NS

Long Messages (360 Character)
aitix (360 SIHM)

4. [Agency]. HAZMAT SPILL in [Location]. AVOID the area at [Detailed Location]. STAY
AWAY from the vicinity. Follow instructions from [Agency]. Stay updated via [url].
EXPIRATION: Until [Time]. PRIORITIZE SAFETY. For more info, visit [url].

4. [Agency|t wilipmnsugiEnighmisi[Location] 1 i]unmsusisi [Detailed Location] 1 isigjgnty
ﬁms'iij?gnﬂ HSIEBMUIUSHINNST [Agency]d suensSasosSomui: [url]d Nssans: s
200 [IENH]T SANSEEMMNUTISMNY UEUASEISUISE Gutst [ur]



Short Messages (90 Character)
anIg (90 THMY)

4. [Agency] SPILL in [Location] AVOID area. Info: [url].
4. [Agency] wijisi [Location] iNjunRsusis:d Asens: [url]d

Earthquake:
t{FncImes:

Long Messages (360 Character)
anItiy (360 S3HM)

5. Earthquake detected by USGS. Strong ground shaking, take cover under sturdy
furniture, quake centered in [Location] expected to last 30-60 seconds. Visit [url] for
more information.

5. iFnumuwSnmndmisnw USGS ETRng [memmunenTeine imwEist [Location] i8%
o ImmE 30-60 =8 st [url] wpEudSTsuigu

Short Messages (90 Character)
IS (90 TIHMY)

5. Earthquake Imminent Take Cover Now strong shaking [Location] for next 30-60
seconds.
5. SamsiFuMmE immRigREasgiis: MwEss [Location] witnw 30-60 Ts§H

Stay Connected. Be Informed
USIFESH! MUNMASENS)

Visit www.calalerts.org for more information. “ Cal OES
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